Weapons of War Part 3

2 Chronicles 20:22-30

2 Chronicles 20:22-30 Now when they began to sing and to praise, the LORD set ambushes against the people of Ammon, Moab, and Mount Seir, who had come against Judah; and they were defeated. 23 For the people of Ammon and Moab stood up against the inhabitants of Mount Seir to utterly kill and destroy them. And when they had made an end of the inhabitants of Seir, they helped to destroy one another. 

24 So when Judah came to a place overlooking the wilderness, they looked toward the multitude; and there were their dead bodies, fallen on the earth. No one had escaped. 25 When Jehoshaphat and his people came to take away their spoil, they found among them an abundance of valuables on the dead bodies, and precious jewelry, which they stripped off for themselves, more than they could carry away; and they were three days gathering the spoil because there was so much. 26 And on the fourth day they assembled in the Valley of Berachah, for there they blessed the LORD; therefore the name of that place was called The Valley of Berachah until this day. 27 Then they returned, every man of Judah and Jerusalem, with Jehoshaphat in front of them, to go back to Jerusalem with joy, for the LORD had made them rejoice over their enemies. 28 So they came to Jerusalem, with stringed instruments and harps and trumpets, to the house of the LORD. 29 And the fear of God was on all the kingdoms of those countries when they heard that the LORD had fought against the enemies of Israel. 30 Then the realm of Jehoshaphat was quiet, for his God gave him rest all around. 
NKJV

I. Fasting

2 Then some came and told Jehoshaphat, saying, "A great multitude is coming against you from beyond the sea, from Syria; and they are in Hazazon Tamar" (which is En Gedi). 3 And Jehoshaphat feared, and set himself to seek the LORD, and proclaimed a fast throughout all Judah. 

A. Fasting is not necessary to get the attention of God.

B. Fasting is necessary so God can get your attention. 

C. Fasting prepares us for the battle.

Joel 2:15-20 Blow the trumpet in Zion, Consecrate a fast, Call a sacred assembly; 16 Gather the people, Sanctify the congregation,
Assemble the elders, Gather the children and nursing babes;

Let the bridegroom go out from his chamber, And the bride from her dressing room. 17 Let the priests, who minister to the LORD, Weep between the porch and the altar; Let them say, "Spare Your people, O LORD, And do not give Your heritage to reproach, That the nations should rule over them. Why should they say among the peoples,

'Where is their God?'"  18 Then the LORD will be zealous for His land,

And pity His people. 19 The LORD will answer and say to His people,

"Behold, I will send you grain and new wine and oil, And you will be satisfied by them; I will no longer make you a reproach among the nations.  

II. Prayer

4 So Judah gathered together to ask help from the LORD…

A. Everyone should pray.

B. Claim the promises of God.

C. There is a difference between a prayer list and a prayer life.
III. Spiritual Gifts

14 Then the Spirit of the LORD came upon Jahaziel… 

A. Spiritual gifts are still in practice today.

B. Spiritual gifts are to be used to edify the body of Christ.

C. Spiritual gifts were never meant to be a substitution of seeking God personally. 

IV. Faith

20 …Jehoshaphat stood and said, "Hear me, O Judah and you inhabitants of Jerusalem: Believe in the LORD your God, and you shall be established; believe His prophets, and you shall prosper." 

A. By faith we are saved.

B. By faith we are established.

C. By faith we prosper. 

V. Worship

22 Now when they began to sing and to praise, the LORD set ambushes against the people of Ammon, Moab, and Mount Seir… 

A. Worship confuses everyone outside of the Kingdom.

23 For the people of Ammon and Moab stood up against the inhabitants of Mount Seir to utterly kill and destroy them. And when they had made an end of the inhabitants of Seir, they helped to destroy one another. 

B. Worship takes us to a place of victory.

25 When Jehoshaphat and his people came to take away their spoil, they found among them an abundance of valuables on the dead bodies, and precious jewelry, which they stripped off for themselves, more than they could carry away; and they were three days gathering the spoil because there was so much. 

C. Worship helps us trade the heaviness of life for a new attitude.

Isaiah 61:3 To console those who mourn in Zion, To give them beauty for ashes, The oil of joy for mourning, The garment of praise for the spirit of heaviness…NKJV

D. Worship is all about honoring God.

26 And on the fourth day they assembled in the Valley of Berachah, for there they blessed the LORD… 

