The Priesthood of Believers
Where it Begins Part 2
1 Peter 3:13-17 And who is he who will harm you if you become followers of what is good? 14 But even if you should suffer for righteousness' sake, you are blessed. "And do not be afraid of their threats, nor be troubled."   15 But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts, and always be ready to give a defense to everyone who asks you a reason for the hope that is in you, with meekness and fear; 16 having a good conscience, that when they defame you as evildoers, those who revile your good conduct in Christ may be ashamed. 17 For it is better, if it is the will of God, to suffer for doing good than for doing evil. 

My definition of Apologetics is a defense of the gospel.  

15a But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts, 
I. Live a Life that is Different than Everyone Else.

A. A sanctified life is a life that is set apart.

B. A sanctified life will have the biggest impact in the lives of others.
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*Ravi Zacharias said, “After lecturing at a major American university, I was driven to the airport by the organizer of the event. I was quite jolted by what he told me. He said, “My wife brought our neighbor last night. She is a medical doctor and had not been to anything like this before. On their way home, my wife asked her what she thought of it all.” He paused and then continued, “Do you know what she said?” Rather reluctantly, I shook my head. “She said, ‘That was a very powerful evening. The arguments were very persuasive. I wonder what he is like in his private life.’”


C. A sanctified life is vital.

D. A decision to live a sanctified life is an act of the heart not just the mind. 

1. After that decision, He gets to be Lord over my actions.

2. After that decision, He gets to be Lord over my mouth.

3. After that decision, He gets to be Lord over my thoughts.

15b and always be ready to give a defense (apologia) to everyone who asks you a reason for the hope that is in you, 
II. Live a Life that is Prepared to Give Hope Filled Answers

A. Man is still asking the same old questions.

B. Man has come to his own conclusions.

C. The problem is Christians don’t know enough to give the right answers.  

15c with meekness and fear; 16 having a good conscience, that when they defame you as evildoers, those who revile your good conduct in Christ may be ashamed. 

III. Live a Life of Respect Toward Family and Foreigners

1 Corinthians 8:1-3 Now concerning things offered to idols: We know that we all have knowledge. Knowledge puffs up, but love edifies. 2 And if anyone thinks that he knows anything, he knows nothing yet as he ought to know. 3 But if anyone loves God, this one is known by Him. NKJV

1 Corinthians 8:1-3 The question keeps coming up regarding meat that has been offered up to an idol: Should you attend meals where such meat is served, or not? We sometimes tend to think we know all we need to know to answer these kinds of questions —   2 but sometimes our humble hearts can help us more than our proud minds. 3 We never really know enough until we recognize that God alone knows it all. THE MESSAGE

A. We must balance enthusiasm with gentleness.

B. We can’t intimidate people into accepting our hope.

When Jesus came by, he looked up at Zacchaeus and called him by name. ’Zacchaeus!’ he said. ’Quick, come down! For I must be a guest in your home today.’ Luke 19:5

C. Our job is to show people how valuable they are to God!
Matthew 5:43-48 You have heard that it was said, 'You shall love your neighbor and hate your enemy.'  44 But I say to you, love your enemies, bless those who curse you, do good to those who hate you, and pray for those who spitefully use you and persecute you,   45 that you may be sons of your Father in heaven; for He makes His sun rise on the evil and on the good, and sends rain on the just and on the unjust.  46 For if you love those who love you, what reward have you? Do not even the tax collectors do the same?  47 And if you greet your brethren only, what do you do more than others? Do not even the tax collectors do so?  48 Therefore you shall be perfect, just as your Father in heaven is perfect. 

