The Priesthood of Believers 

An Introduction Part 1
1 Peter 2:1-10
Therefore, laying aside all malice, all deceit, hypocrisy, envy, and all evil speaking, 2 as newborn babes, desire the pure milk of the word, that you may grow thereby, 3 if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is gracious. 4 Coming to Him as to a living stone, rejected indeed by men, but chosen by God and precious, 5 you also, as living stones, are being built up a spiritual house, a holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 6 Therefore it is also contained in the Scripture, "Behold, I lay in Zion a chief cornerstone, elect, precious, and he who believes on Him will by no means be put to shame."  7 Therefore, to you who believe, He is precious; but to those who are disobedient, "The stone which the builders rejected has become the chief cornerstone," 8 and "A stone of stumbling and a rock of offense." They stumble, being disobedient to the word, to which they also were appointed. 9 But you are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, His own special people, that you may proclaim the praises of Him who called you out of darkness into His marvelous light; 10 who once were not a people but are now the people of God, who had not obtained mercy but now have obtained mercy.

I. Jesus is the Chief Priest.

4 Coming to Him as to a living stone, rejected indeed by men, but chosen by God and precious,
II. Every Individual is a Priest.

5 you also, as living stones,
A. Under the Law, priests were determined by birth.

B. Under the Law, priests had to wash their hands and their feet before they could serve at the Altar.

For Aaron and his sons shall wash their hands and their feet when they come to the altar to minister. So they shall wash their hands and their feet, lest they die. Exodus 30:19, 21.

C. In the New Testament, priests are determined by being born again.

D. In the New Testament, priests are washed by the Word.
...But you were washed, but you were sanctified, but you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus and by the Spirit of our God. 1 Corinthians 6:11.

III. Every Individual is a part of the Priesthood. 

…are being built up a spiritual house, a holy priesthood, 
Ephesians 4:7-16 But to each one of us grace was given according to the measure of Christ's gift. 8 Therefore He says: "When He ascended on high, He led captivity captive, and gave gifts to men." 9 (Now this, "He ascended" — what does it mean but that He also first descended into the lower parts of the earth? 10 He who descended is also the One who ascended far above all the heavens, that He might fill all things.) 

11 And He Himself gave some to be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, and some pastors and teachers, 12 for the equipping of the saints for the work of ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ, 13 till we all come to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a perfect man, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ; 14 that we should no longer be children, tossed to and fro and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men, in the cunning craftiness of deceitful plotting, 15 but, speaking the truth in love, may grow up in all things into Him who is the head — Christ —  16 from whom the whole body, joined and knit together by what every joint supplies, according to the effective working by which every part does its share, causes growth of the body for the edifying of itself in love. 

A. Jesus gave gifts to men and women. (v 7) 
But to each one of us grace was given according to the measure of Christ's gift.
B. Jesus gave ministerial gifts to equip the saints. (v 11, 12)

11 And He Himself gave some to be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, and some pastors and teachers, 12 for the equipping of the saints for the work of ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ,
C. Jesus gave gifts for the maturing of the saints.

16 from whom the whole body, joined and knit together by what every joint supplies, according to the effective working by which every part does its share, causes growth of the body for the edifying of itself in love.
IV. Every Individual has Priestly Responsibilities.

to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 
A. Under the Law, priests offered material sacrifices as commanded.


B. In the New Testament, sacrifices are of a spiritual nature. 

1. They are to take care of the Tabernacle.

2. They are to offer daily sacrifices.

3. They are to tend the fire on the altar.


4. They are to teach others.

5. They are to bless the people.
Numbers 6:22-26 And the Lord spoke to Moses, saying: 23 "Speak to Aaron and his sons, saying, 'This is the way you shall bless the children of Israel. Say to them: 24 "The Lord bless you and keep you; 25 The Lord make His face shine upon you, and be gracious to you; 26 The Lord lift up His countenance upon you, and give you peace."' 

