Part 8 The Greatest Sermon
Matthew
A. Spiritually Succumb       (yield)  
B. Spiritually Sorrowful   (to grieve)   
C. Spiritually Submissive
Blessed are the meek: for they shall inherit the earth.  (v 5)

1. Misconceptions about Meekness

a. Meekness in not weakness.

b. Meekness is not cowardice.

2. How Do We Define Meekness?

a. Society does not care for meekness.

b. In our culture, to be "meek" is understood to be a sissy, insecure, unsure, weak or even effeminate. 

Isaiah 42:3 A bruised reed He will not break, and smoking flax He will not quench; He will bring forth justice for truth. 

Matthew 11:29 Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls.
c. The biblical word meek comes from the Greek word praos, which means "mild, humble, or gentle." 

3. Meekness is Classically Defined as Power Under Control.

Numbers 12:3 (Now the man Moses was very humble, more than all men who were on the face of the earth.)
Numbers 12:2 So they said, "Has the Lord indeed spoken only through Moses? Has He not spoken through us also?" And the Lord heard it. 

a. To be "meek" means we focus on God's holiness and power.

b. We receive a taste of God’s power and majesty.
Isaiah 6 Woe is me for I am undone, I am a man of unclean lips and I dwell among an unclean people.
4. God Honors the Meek.

Psalms 29:5 The humble He guides in justice, And the humble He teaches His way.

Ps. 147:6 The LORD lifts up the humble; He casts the wicked down to the ground.

Isaiah 29:19 The humble also shall increase their joy in the LORD.

Ephesians 4:1-2 I, therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you to walk worthy of the calling with which you were called, 2 with all lowliness and gentleness, with longsuffering, bearing with one another in love,
Colossians 3:12 Therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, put on tender mercies, kindness, humility, meekness, longsuffering;
Titus 3:1-2 …to speak evil of no one, to be peaceable, gentle, showing all humility to all men
a. Jesus was the greatest example of meekness. 
Philippians 2:5-8 Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus, 6 who, being in the form of God, did not consider it robbery to be equal with God, 7 but made Himself of no reputation, taking the form of a bondservant, and coming in the likeness of men. 8 And being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself and became obedient to the point of death, even the death of the cross. 
b. The only way we can become meek is by first becoming poor in spirit and mourning over our sin.
c. As we begin to line ourselves up with the Lord and His Word, we begin to see the blessings of God come upon and overtake us.
