Part 6 The Greatest Sermon
Matthew
Matthew 5:1-12

5 And seeing the multitudes, He went up on a mountain, and when He was seated His disciples came to Him. 2 Then He opened His mouth and taught them, saying: 

3 "Blessed are the poor in spirit, For theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

4 Blessed are those who mourn, For they shall be comforted. 

5 Blessed are the meek, For they shall inherit the earth. 

6 Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, For they shall be filled. 

7 Blessed are the merciful, For they shall obtain mercy. 

8 Blessed are the pure in heart, For they shall see God. 

9 Blessed are the peacemakers, For they shall be called sons of God. 

10 Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness' sake, For theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

11 "Blessed are you when they revile and persecute you, and say all kinds of evil against you falsely for My sake.  12 Rejoice and be exceedingly glad, for great is your reward in heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets who were before you. 

The Beatitudes describe the ideal disciple and his rewards, both present and future.

Ecclesiastes 1:2 "Vanity of vanities," says the Preacher; "Vanity of vanities, all is vanity." 
The Greek word translated blessed means “spiritual well-being and prosperity, the deep joy of the soul or happy.

And he turned him unto his disciples, and said privately, Blessed are the eyes which see the things that you see:  Luke 10:23

I.  Basics
A. Happiness does not come from self-centeredness.

I will see you again, and your heart shall rejoice, and your joy no man can take from you. 
Luke 12:20-21 But God said to him, 'Fool! This night your soul will be required of you; then whose will those things be which you have provided?' 21 "So is he who lays up treasure for himself, and is not rich toward God." 

B.  Happiness comes from obedience.

Joshua 1:8 This Book of the Law shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate in it day and night, that you may observe to do according to all that is written in it. For then you will make your way prosperous, and then you will have good success.
C.  God is a rewarder of those who seek Him.

Hebrews 11:6 But without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him.
II. Beatitudes

A. Spiritually Succumb or yield.
Blessed are the poor in spirit: for theirs is the kingdom of heaven (v 3)

1. What is poverty of spirit?

To be poor in spirit is an awakening.

Romans 7:18 For I know that in me (that is, in my flesh) nothing good dwells; for to will is present with me, but how to perform what is good I do not find.  

2. Jesus made humility first on the list.

Proverbs 16:5 Everyone proud in heart is an abomination to the Lord;

3. How do I gain humility?

a. Admit our sin and accept Christ.

1 John 1:9 If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
b. Put our focus on God.

Philippians 4:8 Finally, brethren, whatever things are true, whatever things are noble, whatever things are just, whatever things are pure, whatever things are lovely, whatever things are of good report, if there is any virtue and if there is anything praiseworthy — meditate on these things.
c. Deny ourselves.

Luke 9:23 Then He said to them all, "If anyone desires to come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross daily, and follow Me. 

d. Pray for humility.

Psalms 51:10 Create in me a clean heart, O God, And renew a steadfast spirit within me.
e. Display humility daily.

Philippians 2:3-4 Let nothing be done through selfish ambition or conceit, but in lowliness of mind let each esteem others better than himself. 4 Let each of you look out not only for his own interests, but also for the interests of others.
4. When we respond to the convicting power of the Holy Spirit we are promised the Kingdom of God.

1 Peter 5:5-6 Likewise you younger people, submit yourselves to your elders. Yes, all of you be submissive to one another, and be clothed with humility, for "God resists the proud, But gives grace to the humble."  6 Therefore humble yourselves under the mighty hand of God, that He may exalt you in due time,
