Matthew 4

The Temptation of Jesus

 1 Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the Devil. 2 After He had fasted 40 days and 40 nights, He was hungry. 3 Then the tempter approached Him and said, "If You are the Son of God, tell these stones to become bread."

    4 But He answered, "It is written:

    Man must not live on bread alone 

    but on every word that comes 

    from the mouth of God. "

    5 Then the Devil took Him to the holy city, had Him stand on the pinnacle of the temple, 6 and said to Him, "If You are the Son of God, throw Yourself down. For it is written:

    He will give His angels orders concerning you and,

    they will support you with their hands 

    so that you will not strike 

    your foot against a stone. "

    7 Jesus told him,

 "It is also written: Do not test the Lord your God. " 

    8 Again, the Devil took Him to a very high mountain and showed Him all the kingdoms of the world and their splendor. 9 And he said to Him, "I will give You all these things if You will fall down and worship me."

    10 Then Jesus told him, 

"Go away, Satan! For it is written:

    Worship the Lord your God, 

    and serve only Him. "

    11 Then the Devil left Him, and immediately angels came and began to serve Him.

1st Temptation is an intellectual struggle.

A.  If You are the Son of God...  (At this point, who cares what comes next)

1.  “Son of God” meant that Jesus was equal to God.

Joh 5:18  This was why the Jews were seeking all the more to kill him, because not only was he breaking the Sabbath, but he was even calling God his own Father, making himself equal with God.

· Jesus was the power behind God's creation of the very stones that Satan was refering to. If anyone could change them, the one who created them could.

Col 1:16  For by him all things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities--all things were created through him and for him.

B.  At some point in life, everyone will have to decide if he/she is simply physical flesh, or a spiritual being.
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Evolution Picture

1.  Our choice to live spiritually is very intentional.

Mat.4:4 But He answered, "It is written:

    Man must not live on bread alone 

    but on every word that comes 

    from the mouth of God. "
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2nd Temptation is a battle for Jesus' image.

A.  Jesus knew who He was, but not everyone believed in Him, or what He said.


1.  Even Jesus had to gain influence 


Jesus could have gained:


1) The Fame he deserved


2) The Attention he deserved


3) The Kingship he deserved

3rd Temptation is a battle for Jesus' imagination.

A. Your imagination has the ability to condition your mind.

Pro 4:19  The way of the wicked is like deep darkness; they do not know over what they stumble.


1) The road to sin starts in the mind.


2) What you laugh at is very important.

B.  What we dream could be a good thing, without being a God thing.

Pro 4:25-26  Let your eyes look directly forward, and your gaze be straight before you.  (26)  Ponder the path of your feet; then all your ways will be sure.

C.  What we dream could be a God thing without God's timing.


1) There are no shortcuts in fulfilling prophecy.

Final Thought:

The truth is that Jesus already had everything that Satan was offering.

