John the Baptist and Jesus Part 3

Matthew

Matthew 3:1-16
Luke 1:15-17 For he will be great in the sight of the Lord, and shall drink neither wine nor strong drink. He will also be filled with the Holy Spirit, even from his mother's womb. 16 And he will turn many of the children of Israel to the Lord their God. 17 He will also go before Him in the spirit and power of Elijah, 'to turn the hearts of the fathers to the children,' and the disobedient to the wisdom of the just, to make ready a people prepared for the Lord." 

Matthew 11:11, Among those born of women there has not risen one greater than John the Baptist.
I. The Man, John the Baptist.  (v 1-4)
3 In those days John the Baptist came preaching in the wilderness of Judea, 2 and saying, "Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand!" 3 For this is he who was spoken of by the prophet Isaiah, saying: "The voice of one crying in the wilderness: 'Prepare the way of the Lord;

Make His paths straight.'" 4 Now John himself was clothed in camel's hair, with a leather belt around his waist; and his food was locusts and wild honey. 5 Then Jerusalem, all Judea, and all the region around the Jordan went out to him 6 and were baptized by him in the Jordan, confessing their sins
A. John's background (v 1a).

Luke 1:41, 76-80 And it happened, when Elizabeth heard the greeting of Mary, that the babe leaped in her womb; and Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit.

76 "And you, child, will be called the prophet of the Highest; For you will go before the face of the Lord to prepare His ways, 77 To give knowledge of salvation to His people By the remission of their sins, 

78 Through the tender mercy of our God, With which the Dayspring from on high has visited us; 79 To give light to those who sit in darkness and the shadow of death, To guide our feet into the way of peace." 80 So the child grew and became strong in spirit, and was in the deserts till the day of his manifestation to Israel. 
B. John's preaching could be summed up in one word, repent. (v 2)

2 Cor.7:9, Now I rejoice, not that you were made sorry, but that your sorrow led to repentance.
C. John's prophetic voice. (v 3)

Isaiah 40:3-4 3 The voice of one crying in the wilderness: "Prepare the way of the Lord; Make straight in the desert a highway for our God. 

4 Every valley shall be exalted and every mountain and hill brought low; The crooked places shall be made straight and the rough places smooth; 

D. John's appearance. (v 4)
II. The Ministry of John the Baptist. (v 5-6)
5 Then Jerusalem, all Judea, and all the region around the Jordan went out to him 6 and were baptized by him in the Jordan, confessing their sins.
A. The scope of John's Ministry (v.5).

B. The mission of John's Ministry (v.6).

Baptized is a transliterated word that simply means "to dip or immerse." 
III. The Message of John the Baptist. (v 7-9)
IV. The Messiah and John the Baptist 

11 I indeed baptize you with water unto repentance, but He who is coming after me is mightier than I, whose sandals I am not worthy to carry. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.   12 His winnowing fan is in His hand, and He will thoroughly clean out His threshing floor, and gather His wheat into the barn; but He will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire." 

A. The Messiah will be mightier than John (v.11)

B. The Baptism of the Messiah

Galatians 4:4-5, But when the fullness of the time had come, God sent forth His Son, born of a woman, born under the law, to redeem those who were under the law, that we might receive the adoption as sons.
1. Jesus' baptism identifies Him with us.

2. Jesus' baptism is an example for us.
3. Jesus' baptism was an illustration for us. 
V. The Anointing of Jesus. (v 16)

16 When He had been baptized, Jesus came up immediately from the water; and behold, the heavens were opened to Him, and He saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting upon Him. 17 And suddenly a voice came from heaven, saying, "This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased." 

