Part 24 The Greatest Sermon
Matthew 7:7-12
Matthew 7:7-11

7 "Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to you.  8 For everyone who asks receives, and he who seeks finds, and to him who knocks it will be opened.  9 Or what man is there among you who, if his son asks for bread, will give him a stone?  10 Or if he asks for a fish, will he give him a serpent?  11 If you then, being evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father who is in heaven give good things to those who ask Him!
I. The Expressions of Prayer

7 "Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to you.  
A. Jesus teaches us to be persistent in our praying. 

Luke 18:1-8 Then He spoke a parable to them, that men always ought to pray and not lose heart, 2 saying: "There was in a certain city a judge who did not fear God nor regard man.  3 Now there was a widow in that city; and she came to him, saying, 'Get justice for me from my adversary.'  4 And he would not for a while; but afterward he said within himself, 'Though I do not fear God nor regard man,  5 yet because this widow troubles me I will avenge her, lest by her continual coming she weary me.'" 
6 Then the Lord said, "Hear what the unjust judge said.  7 And shall God not avenge His own elect who cry out day and night to Him, though He bears long with them?  8 I tell you that He will avenge them speedily. Nevertheless, when the Son of Man comes, will He really find faith on the earth?" 

B. He is saying don’t cave into doubt and discouragement. 

C. Ask - (aitevw) make a request or a petition
Jeremiah 29:12 Then you will call upon Me and go and pray to Me, and I will listen to you.
James 4:2b Yet you do not have because you do not ask.
D. Seek - (zhtevw) look for or search out.

Jeremiah 29:13 And you will seek Me and find Me, when you search for Me with all your heart.
There are two kinds of prayer, desperate and diligent. 

Hebrews 11:6 But without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him.
E. Knock - (krouvw) a word used in Judaism to denote prayer

II. The Effectiveness of Prayer

8 For everyone who asks receives, and he who seeks finds, and to him who knocks it will be opened.  
A. Jesus assures us that the Father will answer prayer. 

B. The word Everyone allows for all to be included in the promise of answered prayer. 

C. The hypocrites and the heathens will not have their prayers answered. 

Hypocrites - Matthew 6:5-6; Heathens - Matthew 6:7-8

D. So then, the Everyone promise is for those who enter into a relationship with God through Jesus the Messiah. 

1. We are His and He is ours.

2. We are obedient to Him. 

1 John 3:22 And whatever we ask we receive from Him, because we keep His commandments and do those things that are pleasing in His sight.
3. God does not obligate Himself to fulfill all our selfish desires.

James 4:3 You ask and do not receive, because you ask amiss, that you may spend it on your pleasures.
Proverbs 28:9 One who turns away his ear from hearing the law,

Even his prayer is an abomination.
4. We are surrendered to Him. 

1 John 5:14 Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears us.
Matthew 6:8 Therefore do not be like them. For your Father knows the things you have need of before you ask Him. 

III. The Examples of Prayer
9 Or what man is there among you who, if his son asks for bread, will give him a stone?  10 Or if he asks for a fish, will he give him a serpent?  
11 If you then, being evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father who is in heaven give good things to those who ask Him!
