Part 20 The Greatest Sermon
Matthew 6:8-18
Matthew 6:9-18

In this manner, therefore, pray: Our Father in heaven, Hallowed be Your name. 10 Your kingdom come. Your will be done On earth as it is in heaven. 11 Give us this day our daily bread. 12 And forgive us our debts, As we forgive our debtors. 13 And do not lead us into temptation, But deliver us from the evil one. For Yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen. 14 "For if you forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you.  15 But if you do not forgive men their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses. 16 "Moreover, when you fast, do not be like the hypocrites, with a sad countenance. For they disfigure their faces that they may appear to men to be fasting. Assuredly, I say to you, they have their reward.  17 But you, when you fast, anoint your head and wash your face, 18 so that you do not appear to men to be fasting, but to your Father who is in the secret place; and your Father who sees in secret will reward you openly.  

James 5:17-18 Elijah was a man with a nature like ours, and he prayed earnestly that it would not rain; and it did not rain on the land for three years and six months. 18 And he prayed again, and the heaven gave rain, and the earth produced its fruit. 

James 5:16c The effective, fervent prayer of a righteous man avails much. 
I. The Right Way to Pray
A. This is a command to pray.
9a In this manner, therefore, pray:
B. Prayer should focus on the Father. 

9b Our Father in heaven, Hallowed be Your name.
Mark 14:36 And He said, "Abba, Father, all things are possible for You. Take this cup away from Me; nevertheless, not what I will, but what You will." 

Romans 8:15 For you did not receive the spirit of bondage again to fear, but you received the Spirit of adoption by whom we cry out, "Abba, Father." 

Galatians 4:6 And because you are sons, God has sent forth the Spirit of His Son into your hearts, crying out, "Abba, Father!"
1 Peter 1:16 …Be holy, for I am holy.  

Psalms 9:10 And those who know Your NAME will put their trust in You; for You, Lord, have not forsaken those who seek You.

Psalms 7:17 I will praise the Lord according to His righteousness, and will sing praise to the name of the Lord Most High.
Psalms 20:7 Some trust in chariots, and some in horses; But we will remember the name of the Lord our God.
C. Prayer seeks God's Kingdom and God's Will
10 Your kingdom come. Your will be done On earth as it is in heaven.
D. Prayer gives us opportunity to express our needs.
11 Give us this day our daily bread. 12 And forgive us our debts, As we forgive our debtors. 13 And do not lead us into temptation, but deliver us from the evil one. For Yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.
James 1:13 Let no one say when he is tempted, 'I am being tempted by God' for God cannot be tempted by evil, nor does He Himself tempt anyone.
E. Prayer surrenders the will. 

13b For Yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.
1 Chr.29:10-11 Blessed are You, Lord God of Israel, our Father, forever and ever. Yours, O Lord is the greatness, the power and the glory, the victory and the majesty; for all that is in heaven and on earth is Yours; Yours is the kingdom, O Lord, and You are exalted as head over all.
F. Prayer must include forgiveness.
14 "For if you forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you.  15 But if you do not forgive men their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses.
II. The Right Way to Fast 

A. Fasting is a great discipline for all believers.

16 "Moreover, when you fast, 
B. The Pharisees fasted to be seen by others (v.16b).

16 "Moreover, when you fast, do not be like the hypocrites, with a sad countenance. For they disfigure their faces that they may appear to men to be fasting. Assuredly, I say to you, they have their reward. 

C. When you fast, fast to be seen only by God.

17 But you, when you fast, anoint your head and wash your face, 18 so that you do not appear to men to be fasting, but to your Father who is in the secret place; and your Father who sees in secret will reward you openly.
Psalms 91:1 He who dwells in the secret place of the Most High shall abide under the shadow of the Almighty. 

Psalms 139:15 My frame was not hidden from You, When I was made in secret, And skillfully wrought in the lowest parts of the earth. 

