Part 19 The Greatest Sermon
Matthew 6:1-8
Matthew 6:1-8

6 "Take heed that you do not do your charitable deeds before men, to be seen by them. Otherwise you have no reward from your Father in heaven.  2 Therefore, when you do a charitable deed, do not sound a trumpet before you as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets, that they may have glory from men. Assuredly, I say to you, they have their reward.  3 But when you do a charitable deed, do not let your left hand know what your right hand is doing, 4 that your charitable deed may be in secret; and your Father who sees in secret will Himself reward you openly. 5 "And when you pray, you shall not be like the hypocrites. For they love to pray standing in the synagogues and on the corners of the streets, that they may be seen by men. Assuredly, I say to you, they have their reward.  6 But you, when you pray, go into your room, and when you have shut your door, pray to your Father who is in the secret place; and your Father who sees in secret will reward you openly.   7 And when you pray, do not use vain repetitions as the heathen do. For they think that they will be heard for their many words. 8 "Therefore do not be like them. For your Father knows the things you have need of before you ask Him.
Mat.23:27 they were like …whitewashed tombs which indeed appear beautiful outwardly, but inside are full of dead men's bones and all uncleanness.
I. Learn to Please God Rather than Men.
 1a Take heed that you do not do your charitable deeds before men, to be seen by them. 
A. Take heed - to pay attention as if you are on guard. 

B. Jesus is speaking of our righteousness more than our kindness. 
Beware of practicing your righteousness before men to be noticed by them; NASU

Be especially careful when you are trying to be good so that you don't make a performance out of it. It might be good theater, but the God who made you won't be applauding. THE MESSAGE

Be careful not to do your acts of righteousness before men NIV
Beware of practicing your piety before men RSV
C. Jesus gives us the result doing things for men rather than God.

1b Otherwise you have no reward from your Father in heaven.
D. Remember the whole purpose of good works?

Matthew 5:16 Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works and glorify your Father in heaven. 

E. Learn to say NO to pleasing people.

Proverbs 29:25 The fear of man brings a snare, But whoever trusts in the Lord shall be safe. 

F. We must learn to live for an audience of One.

II. Giving is One Example

A. Christians ought to be givers. 

2 Therefore, when you do a charitable deed, 
B. There is a wrong way to give. 

2b. …do not sound a trumpet before you as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets, that they may have glory from men. Assuredly, I say to you, they have their reward.
C. There is a right way to give. 
3 But when you do a charitable deed, do not let your left hand know what your right hand is doing, 4 that your charitable deed may be in secret; and your Father who sees in secret will Himself reward you openly.
III. Prayer is Another Example.

A. Our prayers are not to be hypocritical. 
5 "And when you pray, you shall not be like the hypocrites. For they love to pray standing in the synagogues and on the corners of the streets, that they may be seen by men. Assuredly, I say to you, they have their reward. 
B. Our prayers are to be private. 
6 But you, when you pray, go into your room, and when you have shut your door, pray to your Father who is in the secret place; and your Father who sees in secret will reward you openly. 
C. Our prayers are to be authentic.
7 And when you pray, do not use vain repetitions as the heathen do. For they think that they will be heard for their many words.
D. Our prayers will be answered.
8 "Therefore do not be like them. For your Father knows the things you have need of before you ask Him.
