Part 18 The Greatest Sermon
Matthew 5:33-48
I. The Problem of Credibility 

Matthew 5:33-37

33 "Again you have heard that it was said to those of old, 'You shall not swear falsely, but shall perform your oaths to the Lord.'  34 But I say to you, do not swear at all: neither by heaven, for it is God's throne;  35 nor by the earth, for it is His footstool; nor by Jerusalem, for it is the city of the great King.  36 Nor shall you swear by your head, because you cannot make one hair white or black.  37 But let your 'Yes' be 'Yes,' and your 'No,' 'No.' For whatever is more than these is from the evil one. 

A. There is a lack of credibility in the world.

B. Listen to what the Jews taught. 

33 "Again you have heard that it was said to those of old, 'You shall not swear falsely, but shall perform your oaths to the Lord.'  
Lev.19:12 And you shall not swear by My name falsely, nor shall you profane the name of your God: I am the LORD.
Hebrews 6:13-16 For when God made a promise to Abraham, because He could swear by no one greater, He swore by Himself, 14 saying, "Surely blessing I will bless you, and multiplying I will multiply you."   15 And so, after he had patiently endured, he obtained the promise. 16 For men indeed swear by the greater, and an oath for confirmation is for them an end of all dispute.
C. Contrast the teaching of Jesus 
34 But I say to you, do not swear at all
37 But let your 'Yes' be 'Yes,' and your 'No,' 'No.' For whatever is more than these is from the evil one. 

II. It is Better to Give Up Than to Hold On

Matthew 5:38-42 "You have heard that it was said, 'An eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth.'   39 But I tell you not to resist an evil person. But whoever slaps you on your right cheek, turn the other to him also.  40 If anyone wants to sue you and take away your tunic, let him have your cloak also.  41 And whoever compels you to go one mile, go with him two.  42 Give to him who asks you, and from him who wants to borrow from you do not turn away. 

A. The Paradigm of the Old Testament Law.

38 You have heard that it was said, 'An eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth.
Ex.21:23-25 If any harm follows, then you shall give life for life, eye for eye, tooth for tooth, hand for hand, foot for foot, burn for burn, wound for wound, stripe for stripe.
B. Listen to what the Jews taught. 
C. Contrast what Jesus taught.

39 But I tell you not to resist an evil person.
D. The Principle of Jesus is Illustrated four times. 

1. Don’t worry about our dignity. 

39 But I tell you not to resist an evil person. But whoever slaps you on your right cheek, turn the other to him also.
2. Don’t worry about your comfort. 

40 If anyone wants to sue you and take away your tunic, let him have your cloak also.
3. Don’t worry about your agenda. 

41 And whoever compels you to go one mile, go with him two. 
4. Don’t worry about your possessions. 

 42 Give to him who asks you, and from him who wants to borrow from you do not turn away.
III. It's Better to Love than Hate 
Matthew 5:43-48 "You have heard that it was said, 'You shall love your neighbor and hate your enemy.'  44 But I say to you, love your enemies, bless those who curse you, do good to those who hate you, and pray for those who spitefully use you and persecute you,   45 that you may be sons of your Father in heaven; for He makes His sun rise on the evil and on the good, and sends rain on the just and on the unjust.  46 For if you love those who love you, what reward have you? Do not even the tax collectors do the same?  47 And if you greet your brethren only, what do you do more than others? Do not even the tax collectors do so?  48 Therefore you shall be perfect, just as your Father in heaven is perfect. 

A. The Paradigm of the Old Testament Law 

Lev.19:18 You shall not take vengeance, nor bear any grudge against the children of your people, but you shall love your neighbor as yourself: I am the LORD.
B. Listen to what the Jews taught.

"You have heard that it was said, 'You shall love your neighbor and hate your enemy.'
First, notice their omission from the Scripture.

Second, notice their addition to the Scripture. 
Prov.25:21 If your enemy is hungry, give him bread to eat; And if he is thirsty, give him water to drink.
C. Contrast what Jesus taught.  
44a But I say to you, love your enemies, bless those who curse you, do good to those who hate you, 
1. We are to pray for them. 
2. Jesus says we are to act like sons of the Father (v.45).

45 that you may be sons of your Father in heaven; for He makes His sun rise on the evil and on the good, and sends rain on the just and on the unjust.  

3. Jesus says we are to exceed the love of our fellow men
46 For if you love those who love you, what reward have you? Do not even the tax collectors do the same?  47 And if you greet your brethren only, what do you do more than others? Do not even the tax collectors do so?  48 Therefore you shall be perfect, just as your Father in heaven is perfect. 

