Part 15 The Greatest Sermon
Matthew
Matthew 5:17-20 "Do not think that I came to destroy the Law or the Prophets. I did not come to destroy but to fulfill.  18 For assuredly, I say to you, till heaven and earth pass away, one jot or one tittle will by no means pass from the law till all is fulfilled.  19 Whoever therefore breaks one of the least of these commandments, and teaches men so, shall be called least in the kingdom of heaven; but whoever does and teaches them, he shall be called great in the kingdom of heaven.  20 For I say to you, that unless your righteousness exceeds the righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees, you will by no means enter the kingdom of heaven. 

Romans 12:2 And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God.
Let’s look at the higher standard…

I. Christ and the Law

17a Do not think that I am come to destroy the Law or the Prophets.  

A. There are many who think Jesus came to do away with the law.

B. There are many who think the Law is harsh and bad. 

C. Actually the law is a teacher, teaching us what is sinful.

1 Timothy 1:8-9 But we know that the law is good if one uses it lawfully, 9 knowing this: that the law is not made for a righteous person, but for the lawless and insubordinate… (he goes on to list all the acts of disobedience)
D. We do not obey an external Law because of fear. 

E. We obey an internal law because of love.

II. The Law Fulfilled
17b I did not come to destroy but to fulfill. 

A. The Law will stand.

18 For assuredly, I say to you, till heaven and earth pass away, one jot or one tittle will by  no means pass from the law, till all is fulfilled. 

Jot - One yod, is the smallest letter in the Hebrew alphabet.

Tittle - One tittle or point, an apostrophe like object that will completely change the meaning of a word. 

B. Jesus fulfilled all the requirements of the moral and sacrificial law.

Hebrews 9:16-28

16 For where there is a testament, there must also of necessity be the death of the testator. 17 For a testament is in force after men are dead, since it has no power at all while the testator lives. 18 Therefore not even the first covenant was dedicated without blood. 19 For when Moses had spoken every precept to all the people according to the law, he took the blood of calves and goats, with water, scarlet wool, and hyssop, and sprinkled both the book itself and all the people, 20 saying, "This is the blood of the covenant which God has commanded you."   21 Then likewise he sprinkled with blood both the tabernacle and all the vessels of the ministry. 22 And according to the law almost all things are purified with blood, and without shedding of blood there is no remission. 

23 Therefore it was necessary that the copies of the things in the heavens should be purified with these, but the heavenly things themselves with better sacrifices than these. 24 For Christ has not entered the holy places made with hands, which are copies of the true, but into heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of God for us; 25 not that He should offer Himself often, as the high priest enters the Most Holy Place every year with blood of another —  26 He then would have had to suffer often since the foundation of the world; but now, once at the end of the ages, He has appeared to put away sin by the sacrifice of Himself. 27 And as it is appointed for men to die once, but after this the judgment, 28 so Christ was offered once to bear the sins of many. To those who eagerly wait for Him He will appear a second time, apart from sin, for salvation. 

Hebrews 10:4, 9, 10, 12-14

4 For it is not possible that the blood of bulls and goats could take away sins. 
9 then He said, "Behold, I have come to do Your will, O God." He takes away the first that He may establish the second. 
10 By that will we have been sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all. 
12 But this Man, after He had offered one sacrifice for sins forever, sat down at the right hand of God, 
13 from that time waiting till His enemies are made His footstool. 
14 For by one offering He has perfected forever those who are being sanctified. 

C. As Christ followers, we now stand legally righteous in the sight of God.

D. There is coming a day when heaven and earth pass away.
2 Pet 3:13 Nevertheless we, according to His promise, look for new heavens and a new earth in which righteousness dwells.
III. The Law Forfeited
19 Whoever therefore breaks one of these least of these commandments, and teaches men so, shall be called the least in the kingdom of heaven: but whoever does and teaches them, he shall be called great in the kingdom of heaven. 

A. There are those who teach one thing and do another.

B. Our beliefs must line us with our behavior.

IV. The Law Followed
20 For I say to you, that unless your righteousness exceeds the righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees, you will by no means enter into the kingdom of heaven. 

A. The Scribes and Pharisees were the religious leaders of the day.

B. Externally, they had it all together. 
C. Internally, they were very sinful. 
Matthew 15:7-9

7 Hypocrites! Well did Isaiah prophesy about you, saying: 8 "These people draw near to Me with their mouth, And honor Me with their lips, But their heart is far from Me. 9 And in vain they worship Me, Teaching as doctrines the commandments of men.'"  

D. Even though we are under the Dispensation of Grace we are still obligated to the obedience of faith.

