Part 13 The Greatest Sermon
Matthew
Matthew 5:3-12

3 "Blessed are the poor in spirit, For theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

4 Blessed are those who mourn, For they shall be comforted. 

5 Blessed are the meek, For they shall inherit the earth. 

6 Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, For they shall be filled. 

7 Blessed are the merciful, For they shall obtain mercy. 

8 Blessed are the pure in heart, For they shall see God. 

9 Blessed are the peacemakers, For they shall be called sons of God. 

10 Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness' sake,

For theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

11 "Blessed are you when they revile and persecute you, and say all kinds of evil against you falsely for My sake. 12 Rejoice and be exceedingly glad, for great is your reward in heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets who were before you. 

1. Spiritually Succumb       (yielding to the convicting power of HS)  
2. Spiritually Sorrowful   (Godly Sorrow over sin leads to repentance)   
3. Spiritually Submissive    (submit to his will for our lives)
4. Spiritually Satisfied    (a deeper hunger created by knowing Jesus)
5. Spiritually Supplied
6. Spiritually Sighted
7. Spiritually Serene
8. Spiritually Slandered
10 Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 11 "Blessed are you when they revile and persecute you, and say all kinds of evil against you falsely for My sake. 12 Rejoice and be exceedingly glad, for great is your reward in heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets who were before you
I. Persecution is a Reality.

A. A righteous life will produce persecution.

2 Tim 3:12 Yes, and all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will suffer persecution. 
Gal.4:29 But, as he who was born according to the flesh then persecuted him who was born according to the Spirit, even so it is now.
B. Persecution comes because to truly live for Christ is to oppose the world. Too many Christians compromise instead of confront. 
C. Persecution is a certain evidence of salvation.

1 Thess.3:3-4 says, "No one should be shaken by these afflictions; for you yourselves know that we are appointed to this. For, in fact, we told you before when we were with you that we would suffer tribulation, just as it happened, and you know." 
Philippians 1:28-30 and not in any way terrified by your adversaries, which is to them a proof of perdition, but to you of salvation, and that from God. 29 For to you it has been granted on behalf of Christ, not only to believe in Him, but also to suffer for His sake, 30 having the same conflict which you saw in me and now hear is in me.
James 4:4 4 Adulterers and adulteresses! Do you not know that friendship with the world is enmity with God? Whoever therefore wants to be a friend of the world makes himself an enemy of God. 

1 John 2:15 Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him. 
D. Persecution comes at different times and different ways.

E. Persecution comes in at least three forms:

1. Physical attack

2. Verbal insult
3. False Accusation
II. Persecution Brings Rewards.

A. This is the only beatitude with two blessings. 
B. We have assurance of our salvation. 

C. This refers to eternal rewards. 

III. Persecution Causes Rejoicing.

Have the right attitude when you face persecution. 
Rejoice and be exceedingly glad.
Jesus gives two reasons

1. First, He says, great is your reward in heaven.
2. Second, we rejoice because for so they persecuted the prophets who were before you.
Heb.11:36-38 had trial of mockings and scourgings, yes, and of chains and imprisonment. They were stoned, they were sawn in two, were tempted, were slain with the sword. They wandered about in sheepskins and goatskins, being destitute, afflicted, tormented; of whom the world was not worthy. They wandered in deserts and mountains, in dens and caves of the earth.
