The Greatest Sermon Ever

Matthew 5:9 Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called sons of God. 

Definitions of “Peace”

1. The normal, non-warring condition of a nation, group of nations, or the world. 

2. An agreement or treaty between warring or antagonistic nations, groups, etc., to end hostilities and abstain from further fighting or antagonism.

Matt 21:4-5 This took place to fulfill what was spoken through the prophet: 5 "Say to the Daughter of Zion, 'See, your king comes to you, gentle and riding on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey.'"   

Zech 9:9-10 Rejoice greatly, O Daughter of Zion! Shout, Daughter of Jerusalem! See, your king comes to you, righteous and having salvation, gentle and riding on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey. 

10 I will take away the chariots from Ephraim and the war-horses from Jerusalem, and the battle bow will be broken. He will proclaim peace to the nations. His rule will extend from sea to sea and from the River to the ends of the earth.   

3. A state of mutual harmony between people or groups, esp. in personal relations.
4. Biblically: Peace—to connect into one, or to make “at one again.” 

· So a “peacemaker” could be described as someone who works toward restoring peace and unity in the lives of others.

Thoughts on the importance of peace…

1. Without peace, nothing else is even enjoyable.

Prov 17:1 Better a dry crust with peace and quiet than a house full of feasting, with strife. 

2. It is the very heart of God that man be at peace with Him, and we be at peace with one another. 

Isa 9:6-7 And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 7 Of the increase of his government and peace there will be no end.
3. Every Christian should have these 2 goals in our years on earth: 

· To make ourselves and others at peace with God. 

· To give the world a preview of Heaven.

4. The church should be the most peaceful group of people on planet earth. 

Acts 2:46-47 So continuing daily with one accord in the temple, and breaking bread from house to house, they ate their food with gladness and simplicity of heart, 47 praising God and having favor with all the people. And the Lord added to the church daily those who were being saved.  NKJV

Mark 9:50  "Salt is good, but if it loses its saltiness, how can you make it salty again? Have salt in yourselves, and be at peace with each other."  

Eph 4:2-3 Be completely humble and gentle; be patient, bearing with one another in love. 3 Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace.

Getting Practical: How can we be peacemakers?

1. Decline to participate in conversations that trash brothers, sisters, or leaders in the church or elsewhere.

2. Believe the best about someone until you are proven wrong…and then forgive them.

3. Commit to God’s order of handling conflict, and encourage others to do the same. 
 “Do not fear the conflict. Do not flee it. Where there is no struggle, there is no virtue. Where love and faith are not tempted, it is not possible to be sure whether they are really present. They are tried and revealed in adversity, in difficult and grievous circumstances.” St. John Crysostom
4. Model and encourage trust in God to work out the things we cannot solve.

