Part 4 – Goodness and Faithfulness 
Life on the Vine

Galatians 5:22-23But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness, self-control. Against such there is no law.
I. Goodness

A. God is good.

1 Chronicles 16:34 Oh, give thanks to the Lord, for He is good! For His mercy endures forever.  
Psalms 119:68 You are good, and do good;
B. Goodness should become a part of who we are as Christ followers.

Matthew 12:33  for a tree is known by its fruit.
C. Being good doesn’t happen by accident. 

34b …For out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaks.  35 A good man out of the good treasure of his heart brings forth good things, and an evil man out of the evil treasure brings forth evil things.  
D. Our goodness is a judgment issue.
36 But I say to you that for every idle word men may speak, they will give account of it in the day of judgment.  37 For by your words you will be justified, and by your words you will be condemned." 

Goodness = Character
Matthew 7:17-19 Even so, every good tree bears good fruit, but a bad tree bears bad fruit.  18 A good tree cannot bear bad fruit, nor can a bad tree bear good fruit.  19 Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 
Proverbs 20:6 Most men will proclaim each his own goodness,

But who can find a faithful man?
II. Faithfulness

A. Faithfulness is defined as being full of faith.

Hebrews 11:6 But without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him. 

B. Here are some characteristics of a faithful person.

1. A faithful person does more than what is required of him.

2. A faithful person does what is right when nobody else is watching.

3. A faithful person honors his word.

4. A faithful person doesn’t make excuses.

5. A faithful person takes responsibility.

C. A final challenge to faithful people.

2 Timothy 2:2 And the things that you have heard from me among many witnesses, commit these to faithful men who will be able to teach others also.
1. Be faithful to God’s Word.

Matthew 4:4 But He answered and said, "It is written, 'Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceeds from the mouth of God.'" 

2. Be faithful to pray.

Luke 18:1 Then He spoke a parable to them, that men always ought to pray and not lose heart,
3. Be faithful with finances.

Luke 16:10-11 He who is faithful in what is least is faithful also in much; and he who is unjust in what is least is unjust also in much.  11 Therefore if you have not been faithful in the unrighteous mammon, who will commit to your trust the true riches?
4. Be faithful to God’s people.

Hebrews 10:25 not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as is the manner of some, but exhorting one another, and so much the more as you see the Day approaching.
5. Be faithful to serve.

1 Corinthians 4:2 Moreover it is required in stewards that one be found faithful. 

6. Be faithful in small things.

Matthew 25:21 His lord said to him, 'Well done, good and faithful servant; you were faithful over a few things, I will make you ruler over many things. Enter into the joy of your lord.' NKJV

