Part 1 - Love

Life on the Vine

Galatians 5:16-23 I say then: Walk in the Spirit, and you shall not fulfill the lust of the flesh. 17 For the flesh lusts against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh; and these are contrary to one another, so that you do not do the things that you wish. 18 But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under the law. 19 Now the works of the flesh are evident, which are: adultery, fornication, uncleanness, lewdness, 20 idolatry, sorcery, hatred, contentions, jealousies, outbursts of wrath, selfish ambitions, dissensions, heresies, 21 envy, murders, drunkenness, revelries, and the like; of which I tell you beforehand, just as I also told you in time past, that those who practice such things will not inherit the kingdom of God. 22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness, self-control. Against such there is no law.
I. Misconceptions about Love
A. Love is a feeling.
B. Love is uncontrollable.

C. Love is conditional.

II. Truths about Love

Colossians 3:12-14 Since God chose you to be the holy people he loves, you must clothe yourselves with tenderhearted mercy, kindness, humility, gentleness, and patience. 13 Make allowance for each other's faults, and forgive anyone who offends you. Remember, the Lord forgave you, so you must forgive others. 14 Above all, clothe yourselves with love, which binds us all together in perfect harmony.
A. Love is a matter of choice.

1 John 3:18 My little children, let us not love in word or in tongue, but in deed and in truth. NKJV

B. Love is a matter of conduct.

III. Characteristics of Love

1. Love is alive when it has patience, dying when it is hurried, dead when it cannot wait.
1 Corinthians 13:4 Love suffers long…
Ephesians 4:2 Be humble and gentle. Be patient with each other, making allowances for each other's faults because of your love. 
2. Love is alive when it cares, dying when it forgets, dead when it ignores. 

1 Corinthians 13:4 Love suffers long and is kind;
Ephesians 4:32 And be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, even as God in Christ forgave you. 

3. Love is alive when it is secure, dying when it starts doubting, dead when it stops trusting. 

4c  love does not envy; love does not parade itself, is not puffed up;
Envy + Boasting + Pride = Insecurity
4. Love is alive when it is giving, dying when it begins to exchange, dead when it is taking. 

5. Love is alive when it acts its way into feeling, dying when it feels but doesn't act or acts but doesn't feel, dead when it no longer feels or acts. 

7 bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.
IV. Lessons To Learn about Love.

1. Love people now. 

2. Love is vulnerable. 

3. Love is powerful. 

4. Love is unconditional. 

1 Corinthians 13:13 And now abide faith, hope, love, these three; but the greatest of these is love. 
