The Words of Jesus to His The Thief Part 2
Famous Last Words
Luke 23:39-43

39 Then one of the criminals who were hanged blasphemed Him, saying, "If You are the Christ, save Yourself and us." 40 But the other, answering, rebuked him, saying, "Do you not even fear God, seeing you are under the same condemnation? 41 And we indeed justly, for we receive the due reward of our deeds; but this Man has done nothing wrong." 42 Then he said to Jesus, "Lord, remember me when You come into Your kingdom." 43 And Jesus said to him, "Assuredly, I say to you, today you will be with Me in Paradise."
Isaiah 53:12 Therefore I will divide Him a portion with the great, And He shall divide the spoil with the strong, Because He poured out His soul unto death, And He was numbered with the transgressors, And He bore the sin of many, And made intercession for the transgressors.
I. The Thief who Rejected Christ

39 Then one of the criminals who were hanged blasphemed Him, saying, "If You are the Christ, save Yourself and us."
A. He resisted the grace that was being extended to him.

B. He refused to admit his own need.

1 Corinthians 1:18 For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God.
II. The Thief who Received Christ

A. He rebuked his friend.

40 But the other, answering, rebuked him, saying, "Do you not even fear God, seeing you are under the same condemnation? 
B. He realized his sin.

41 And we indeed justly, for we receive the due reward of our deeds; 
C. He recognized the Christ.

41 …but this Man has done nothing wrong." 
D. He requested forgiveness.

42 Then he said to Jesus, "Lord, remember me when You come into Your kingdom."
Romans 10:9-10 …if you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in your heart that God has raised Him from the dead, you will be saved. 10 For with the heart one believes unto righteousness, and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation.
Romans 10:13 For whoever calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.
III. The Result 

43 And Jesus said to him, "Assuredly, I say to you, today you will be with Me in Paradise."
Question #1: Can anybody be saved on their death bed?

Answer: Yes, but not everybody will be.

Question #2: What happens at death?

Answer a: Everyone is escorted into the presence of Christ

2 Corinthians 5:6-8 So we are always confident, knowing that while we are at home in the body we are absent from the Lord. 7 For we walk by faith, not by sight. 8 We are confident, yes, well pleased rather to be absent from the body and to be present with the Lord.
Answer b: The saved remain in the presence of Christ.

Matthew 25:21

Answer c: Those who have rejected Christ are taken out of His presence.

Matthew 25

Question #3: Where is Paradise?

Answer: Wherever Christ is.

2 Corinthians 12:1-6 It is doubtless not profitable for me to boast. I will come to visions and revelations of the Lord: 2 I know a man in Christ who fourteen years ago — whether in the body I do not know, or whether out of the body I do not know, God knows — such a one was caught up to the third heaven. 3 And I know such a man — whether in the body or out of the body I do not know, God knows —  4 how he was caught up into Paradise and heard inexpressible words, which it is not lawful for a man to utter. 5 Of such a one I will boast; yet of myself I will not boast, except in my infirmities. 6 For though I might desire to boast, I will not be a fool; for I will speak the truth. But I refrain, lest anyone should think of me above what he sees me to be or hears from me. 
Revelation 2:7 He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. To him who overcomes I will give to eat from the tree of life, which is in the midst of the Paradise of God.
