Engraving the Word in Your Heart
Part 3

Our Response to the Bible
2 Timothy 2:15 Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.

I.     Our first glance


A.    Approach: diligent, it’s not casual but serious.


B.    Attitude: workmen, not lazy but studious.


C.    Actions: Rightly dividing, not haphazardly, but skillfully.



1.    We’re to study the Bible not being sloppy, but precise 


handling it carefully.



2.    How do you study getting what’s clearly in the text without 

our views or diluting it.



3.    Study brings approval that will withstand scrutiny.

II.   Skills for handling scripture.

A.    Study to find out who God is not just what He said.


John 5:39 Search the scriptures; for in them ye think ye have eternal life: 
and they are they which testify of me.


1.    Studying is more than winning at Bible trivia.


2.    The objective of study is not accumulating information but 
getting to know God.


Jeremiah 2:8 The priests said not, Where is the LORD? and they that 
handle the law knew me not: the pastors also transgressed against me, 
and the prophets prophesied by Baal, and walked after things that do not 
profit.


3.    When I know Him and His nature the book begins to make 
sense.

B.    Establish the authority for determining truth in your life.


Mark 11:28-29 And say unto him, By what authority doest thou these          
things? And who gave thee this authority to do these things? 29AndJesus 
answered and said unto them, I will also ask of you one question, and 
answer me, and I will tell you by what authority I do these things.


1.    Most people use one of three authorities for establishing truth.



a.     Themselves: their feelings and experiences.



b.    Others: their opinions, feelings and experiences.



c.     The Bible: its’ principles, patterns, and promises.


2.    Whatever authority you choose; stick to it and be consistent.



a.     If it is the Bible stick to it even if it’s contrary to your 


experience.



b.    Acknowledge that you might have had some bad 



experiences.

C.    Study the Bible with faith.


Hebrews 4:2 For unto us was the gospel preached, as well as unto them: 
but the word preached did not profit them, not being mixed with faith in 
them that heard it.


1.    Believe that you will understand it.

Ephesians 1:16-19 Cease not to give thanks for you, making mention of you in my prayers; 17That the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give unto you the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of him: 18The eyes of your understanding being enlightened; that ye may know what is the hope of his calling, and what the riches of the glory of his inheritance in the saints, 19And what is the exceeding greatness of his power to us-ward who believe, according to the working of his mighty power,


2.    Believe that you will learn from it.

