ENGRAVING GOD’S WORD IN YOUR HEART

Part 2

Why I Choose to Believe the Bible
2 Peter 1:16-21 For we did not follow cleverly devised stories when we told you about the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ in power, but we were eyewitnesses of his majesty. 17 He received honor and glory from God the Father when the voice came to him from the Majestic Glory, saying, “This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased.” 18 We ourselves heard this voice that came from heaven when we were with him on the sacred mountain.

 19 We also have the prophetic message as something completely reliable, and you will do well to pay attention to it, as to a light shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts. 20 Above all, you must understand that no prophecy of Scripture came about by the prophet’s own interpretation of things. 21 For prophecy never had its origin in the human will, but prophets, though human, spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit.

I Choose to Believe the Bible:
· Because it is a reliable collection of historical documents. 

Luke 1:1-3 Inasmuch as many have undertaken to compile an account of the things accomplished among us, 2 just as they were handed down to us by those who from the beginning were eyewitnesses and servants of the word, 3 it seemed fitting for me as well, having investigated everything carefully from the beginning, to write it out for you in consecutive order most excellent Theophilus. 

4 So that you may know the exact truth about the things you have been taught.
· They are written by eyewitnesses.

2 Peter 1:16 …but we were eyewitnesses of his majesty.
· They are written during the lifetime of other eyewitnesses.         (1 Corinthians 15)
· They report supernatural events. 




                                                                 2 Peter 1:17 For when he received honor and glory from God the Father, and the voice was borne to him by the Majestic Glory, “This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased,” 18 we ourselves heard this very voice borne from heaven, for we were with him on the holy mountain.
· These events occur in fulfillment of specific prophecies.
2 Peter 1:19 And we have the prophetic word more fully confirmed, to which you will do well to pay attention as to a lamp shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts,

Psalm 22:1 My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?     Why are you so far from saving me, from the words of my groaning?  2 O my God, I cry by day, but you do not answer,   and by night, but I find no rest.

6 scorned by mankind and despised by the people.  7 All who see me mock me;   they make mouths at me; they wag their heads;

8 “He trusts in the LORD; let him deliver him;   let him rescue him, for he delights in him!”
12 Many bulls encompass me;   strong bulls of Bashan surround me;  13 they open wide their mouths at me,  like a ravening and roaring lion.

14 I am poured out like water,  and all my bones are out of joint;  my heart is like wax;   it is melted within my breast;

15 my strength is dried up like a potsherd,  and my tongue sticks to my jaws;  you lay me in the dust of death.

16 For dogs encompass me; a company of evildoers encircles me;  they have pierced my hands and feet—  17 I can count all my bones— they stare and gloat over me;  18 they divide my garments among them,   and for my clothing they cast lots.

· They claim that their writings are divine rather than human in origin.
2 Peter 1:20 knowing this first of all, that no prophecy of Scripture comes from someone's own interpretation. 21 For no prophecy was ever produced by the will of man, but men spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit.

